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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

“Open Wide the Doors to Christ” 
 
 

This weekend we celebrate the Fifth Sunday of Easter.  Like 

last Sunday, the Gospel passage from John is short:  six 

sentences again, but a bit lengthier.  Jesus, in his final 

discourse, gives the disciples a new commandment as he 

tells them that he will only be with them a little while 

longer.  The new commandment is: “Love one another.  As 

I have loved you, so you also should love one another.”  

Jesus is speaking to the disciples at the Last Supper.  Soon 

they will know and understand the depth of his love.  Jesus 

is calling them deeper into discipleship as he prepares to 

leave them.  The depth of love to which he calls the disciples 

and each of us has no limits.  We must love whomever God 

sends into our lives, and wherever God leads us in our 

various vocations.  We must love in spite of how others 

treat us.  We must love when we are in pain and even when 

people reject us or persecute us.  Jesus is not talking about 

a feeling or an emotion.  He is talking about a choice we 

make to love others as he has loved us.  That kind of love 

often requires sacrifice.  We are known as Christ’s disciples 

by the way in which we love one another.  In the early 

Christian communities, people recognized this love as 

unique to Christians.  People at the time remarked, “See 

how they love one another.”  I wonder how “outsiders” 

perceive the members of the Body of Christ today.  Do we 

realize that only in love are we able to be true to living out 

our call as members of the Body of Christ?  Only in love are 

we given the grace to find unity in our diversity as many 

parts of the one Body.   

We are in the mist of our second week of the Catholic 

Services Appeal.  This year’s theme is: “Many Parts: One 

Church.”  How is love compelling us to respond to CSA this 

year?  We are many parts; we are stronger when we are 

working together.  How do you think that the new 

commandment Jesus presents to his disciples and each of 

us in today’s Gospel coincides with our responsibility to 

support CSA?  All gifts, no matter the size, make a 

difference.  When one member fails to do his or her part, 

the Body of Christ suffers.  Hopefully you noted that there 

are several ways to make a CSA pledge this year, the newest 

being an online pledge.  If you are not making your pledge 

online, you may drop it in the collection, mail it to the parish 

office, drop it off to the parish office, place it in either parish 

mail box (469 Shattuck Road or 3055 Harrison Street).  For 

those who have already made a pledge, I thank you for your 

generosity and attentiveness to the needs of the whole 

Church.  

Blessings on your Easter Season! 

Sister Chris Gretka, CSJ 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

Your goodness is without measure. The gifts you 

bestow on me are countless. You continuously pour 

out your grace on me and those in my life. 

I am forever grateful. 

Strengthen your family of faith, Lord, so each person 

we encounter may feel your love through our actions. 

In all that we do, conform us always to do your will. 

As we undertake our annual Catholic Services Appeal. 

“Many Parts: One Church,” we ask for your guidance as 

we strive to fulfill these promises that we offer up to 

you. 

We ask this through the intercession of Mary, our 

Mother, assumed into Heaven and patroness of our 

beloved Diocese of Saginaw, the Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL 2019 

57/343 Pledges Received 

Total Assessment:  $     48, 151.78 

Total Pledged:   $      11,360.00    

% of Assessment Pledged:        23.59% 

% of Households Pledged:        16.61% 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT FOR MAY 12, 2019 

Sunday Collection  $          4,809.00 

Collection Needed Each Week             6,100.00 

Budget Year to Date         280,600.00 

Actual Year to Date                244,938.00 

If you are behind on your contributions, 

please try to catch up. 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus gives His disciples – and us – 

a new commandment: “Love one another.” Good 

stewards who spend their time and talents in service 

to others are well on their way to fulfilling this 

commandment. 

 



   SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK: 

Monday: Acts. 14:5-18; Jn. 14:21-26 

Tuesday: Acts. 14:19-28; Jn. 14:27-31A 

Wednesday: Acts. 15:1-6; Jn. 15:1-8 

Thursday: Acts. 15:7-21; Jn. 15:9-11 

Friday:  Acts. 15:22-31; Jn. 15:12-17  

Saturday: Acts. 16:1-10; Jn. 15:18-21 

Sunday: Acts. 15:1-2, 22-29; Rev. 21:10-14,  

                             22-23; Jn. 14:23-29  

 

WE HAVE BEEN ASKED TO PRAY FOR 

James Beaty  Carol Hill 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
May 22                                   3:00 PM 

Finance Council Meeting 
 

 

THE PARISH NEEDS YOUR HELP! 

You probably do not realize that it takes 4 furnaces to 

heat our church (and the same system is also used for 

air conditioning).  For the past several months, only two 

furnaces have been operating and on the very cold days 

you may have noticed that the church was not as warm 

as usual.  We were not and are not financially in a 

position to replace them because it costs $7,000 to do 

so.  If you pay attention to our stewardship report each 

week, you know that as of May 5, we are down 

$34,371.00 in Sunday collections.  What a disappoint it 

was to have such full churches on Palm Sunday 

weekend and Easter weekend and to have such low 

collections on those Sundays.  The parish has had to 

withdraw money from savings to cover Sr. Chris’ salary 

the last three months as well as our MCC insurance 

payments. We also had to withdraw over $16,000 to 

make up for last year’s CSA deficit.  And we still have to 

withdraw money to meet our Saginaw area Catholic 

Schools’ payments each month.  Please help in any of 

three ways: 1) if you are way behind are on your 

envelopes, please try to catch up before June 30, 2) if 

you are a young adult who is working, does not have 

envelopes, or is not supporting the parish financially, 

please make a commitment to do so, and/or 3) if you 

are in a position to donate some money so that we can 

replace the two furnaces, it would be greatly 

appreciated.  Thank you! 

DAILY PRAYER & LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE 

MAY 21 NO EVENING MASS, TUESDAY 
EASTER SEASON EVENING PRAYER– 6:30 PM  

Lector:  Greg Klenk 
 
MAY 22  MORNING PRAYER – 9:00 AM, WEDNESDAY 
Lector:  Art Anguiano 
 
MAY 23 LITURGY OF THE WORD WITH COMMUNION 

 – 8:30 AM, THURSDAY 
 
MAY 24 MORNING MASS – 8:30 AM, FRIDAY 
Sacristan: Sister Chris 
Altar Server: Jim Szynwelski 
Lector:  Ruth Gomez 
EM of Holy  Elaine Schnepf, 
Communion: Bessie Keller 
 
MAY 25 NO CONFESSION, SATURDAY 

 
MAY 25 VIGIL: SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – 4:00 PM 
Sacristan: Deb Popielarz 
Altar Servers: Chuck Pappas, 
  Jenny Brissette 
Lectors:  Jane Luplow, Joan Kruske 
EM of Holy  Sister Chris, Jim Darland, 
Communion: Rita Kontur, LouAnn Rivette, 

Lana Shorey, Janice Dietzel, 
Carol Burr, Kathy Doyle 

Ministers of  Jim Szynwelski*, Sharon DeLong, 
Hospitality: Bill Harrison, Bob White, Pat Gilginas+ 
 

MAY 26 SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER - 9:30 AM 
Sacristan: Judy LaVigne 
Altar Servers: William Boensch, 

Landon Boensch, Olivia Boensch 
Lectors:  Lisa Del Valle, Margaret Gonzales 
EM of Holy  Jerilyn Burke, Diana Bismack, 
Communion: Amy Dupuis, Sheila Dupuis,  

Cindy Lamont, Wes Lamont,  
Mary Gembrowski, Greg Klenk 

Ministers of  Jerry Schmidt*, Gary Sobek, 
Hospitality: Judy Plowdrey, Jim Plowdrey 
 
Hospital Ministry: Mary McPhee 

 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE COMMISSION – NEW MEMBERS 

Our parish Christian Service Commission is welcoming new 

members – if you or someone you know would like to serve on 

the Christian Service Commission, please contact our parish 

office at (989) 755-0828. 



VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL NEWS 

VBS This Summer – Save the Date!  

Monday, June 24 – Thursday June 27 

9:00 AM - Noon at Holy Spirit Parish 

Student Registration and Teen Volunteer 

information coming out soon. 

 

THANK YOU 

Dear Sr. Chris and Parishioners, 

Easter time causes us all to see the earth as if for the first time: 

trees blossom, flowers show beautiful colors, new life happens 

all around us. 

The Gospel stories show disciples meeting the Risen Lord in 

different settings: on the seashore, walking to Emmaus, seeing 

the empty tomb, and Mary Magdalene meeting Him in the 

garden. 

Likewise, your generosity with us gives us a new sense of life. 

We thank you. May we all be watchful for the daily signs that 

the Risen Lord is with us. 

Our experience with planning and preparing for the Taize 

evening was pure gift for us, Sister Chris. Thank you for 

involving us and your generous gift helps us immeasurably. 

God bless you especially in this time of transition. We will miss 

you! 

Lovingly, 

Sisters Laura, Dianne, and Laurene 

 

 

CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL 2019 

SPECIAL DRAWING 

$1,000.00 Prize Drawing. A parishioner who wishes to remain 

anonymous has donated $1,000.00 as an incentive for our 

parish to reach its CSA assessment by mid-June. If you pledge 

$150.00 or more and pay $150.00 of your CSA pledge by 

Thursday, June 16, 2019, you will be entered in the drawing 

for $1,000.00. Thank you for your support of CSA. (If you have 

not received a pledge card in the mail, we do have extra 

envelopes.) 

 

MASS WITH GRADUATES 

All individuals who are graduating from high school or college 

this spring, or who graduated this past winter, are invited to 

participate in our Mass with Graduates on Sunday, June 2. If 

you are a graduate and have not received information by mail, 

please contact the parish office at (989) 755-0828. 

THE YEAR OF PRAYER 

Last week we touched on the Ignatian prayer, The Daily 

Examen, as an example of a 'structured' way in which to 

pray.  I use the 'app'--application on my smart phone, 

available through the App Store on any smart phone by 

searching for 'The Daily Examen'.   

 This bears repeating because there are many, many ways to 

use technology and to support the habit of prayer, be it a 

new one or an exploration of what is available on your phone 

or home computer.  I view the Daily Examen on my lunch 

each day and there is a sense of peace I regain by stopping, 

quieting down/settling in and having my lunchtime chat with 

Jesus through the structure of the Examen!  Some days are 

too hectic to pause and do that lunchtime ritual- that is ok!  I 

just get to it before the day is out as the outline for the steps 

change daily.  The important thing is this--we may miss a 

step, two or seven in our prayer times that are scheduled 

because of other obligations and pressing realities BUT just 

get back to it.  Talk to God and expect him to answer.  You 

can find his response and answer in His Word, through 

internal peace regarding a decision you may be struggling 

with, in an internal, still small voice.  

 There is an acronym for B.I.B.L.E--

Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth--that I think of when I 

am looking for an answer and friendly advice isn't quite 

hitting the right tone!  Our bible is the number one way in 

which the Lord speaks to us.  That is why it is so important to 

not just read the Bible, but to also study it.  The study of and 

practical exposure tips to reading and studying will be our 

focus for the year 2020!  We know the bible is not the easiest 

book to read, but we have tips and ideas and encouragement 

to help you!  Stay tuned! 

 God speaks to us through internal peace--and what a 

blessing and gift this is to experience when we just don't 

know what to do, what to think, which way to turn and we 

get a peace about the answer.  Nothing beats this!  You feel 

the relief wash over you and feel you can move confidently in 

the direction that the Lord has led you to!  That's a good day!  

 God also speaks to us through wisdom and common 

sense.  If you think about it, you will recognize common sense 

doesn't come naturally, nor does wisdom!  These gifts are 

supernatural and are another way in which we receive 

answers to our prayers and miracles in our lives.  

 Finally, God speaks to us through other people, books, nature, 

circumstances, song, art, dreams, sermons, and anything on 

His green earth He chooses.  He makes his will known in due 

time.  Be patient.  Be still.  Keep praying.  God bless you!   
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The publishing costs of our bulletin are greatly 

defrayed by our generous advertisers. If you or 

someone you know owns a business and is 

interested in advertising with us, please contact 

us at the above information for more details on 

how you can benefit from this great 

opportunity. 

 Frank Champagne 



 

 

  

Anthony Miceli & David Miceli 

Debra, Evajane, Edward Michalak 

Floyd & Betty Michalski 

Frank & Helen Miklosovic 

Otto Nigl Family 

Ostrom Family 

Edward J. Payne 

Louis (Del) & Jule (Judy) Payne 

Diana Paige 

Pietrzak & Grzesiak Families 

Plowdrey & Boensch Families 

Evelyn Portner 

Frank & Mary Portner 

Deloise, Maisie, William, & James Rapp 

Laura & John M. Rivette 

John & Mildred Rudy 

Bernard Rugenstein 

Schmidt & Davis Families 

Jacob & Helen Schultz Family 

Ronald J. Schultz 

SND Associates & Friends: 

Diane, Nancy, & Lila 

Sova & Squanda Families 

Debbie Spencer 

Strauman & Sebastian Families 

Donald F. Wachowicz 

Jerold J. Walkowski, Sr. 

Harold J. Wells 

Anthony L. & Sophie Winiecke 

Joseph & Olga Wozniak 

The Wressell & Koblinski Families 

Dan & Kate Zielinski 

 

Otto & Florence Fischer 

Martin A. Gembrowski 

Eugene Gilginas, Jr. & Eugene Gilginas, Sr. 

Giltrop & Brown Families 

Mary Gretka 

Grigg Family 

Adam Hagerty 

Jack & Luette Howard 

Ted Humpert & Diane Goodrow 

Inman & Timm Families 

Larry & Delores Jarema 

Sandy & Jerry Jarema 

Karas & Rytlewski Families 

Raymond & Matthew Kelly 

Klonowski & Peplinski Families 

Joseph & Anna Kostrzewa 

Raymond J. Kostrzewa 

Frank & Janina Kowalewski 

Steven Kyle Kowalewski 

Herman & Ellen Kreager 

Wayne Kreager 

Kubiak Family & LeRoux Family 

Joseph & Mary Kubiak Family 

Thomas F. Kubiak 

Louis & Betty Lamb 

Jim Lockwood 

Douglas J. Luplow 

Glenn M. Mayer 

McCallum & Minar Families 

Archie & Ella McPhee 

Aurelio C. & Theodora Medel 

 

 

Mary Ankoviak 

Banaszek & Ursuy Families 

Richard (Ham) & Maryann Bartlett 

Bhirdo & Klimek Families 

Pete & Edith Bierd 

Blazejewski & Dietzel Families 

Boensch & Gembrowski Families 

Daniel & John Bourdow Families 

Lewis & Ann Bowerman 

William F. Brewer & Family 

Charles Burda 

Gerald Burr 

Sally K. Callahan 

Allen (Bud) & Elsie Cardinal 

Ambrocio & M. Toribia Cásarez & Familia 

Vicente Castañon 

The Champagne Family 

Chomas Family 

Al & Mark Clark 

Ernie & Virginia Deeg 

Joyce Ann Deeg 

Michael & Caroline Demko 

Arthur & Clarissa Demsky 

Dombrowski & Paluch Families 

William Doyle 

Draus Family 

Carl & Tillie Dreffs 

Dick Dupuis 

Bill Dvorak 

Bonnie Eaves & Family 

Stanley & Louise Faltyn Families 
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