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TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

“Of Mind and Heart” 
 
 

 In today’s gospel reading, we hear about 

the fair and just use of money. Great 

personal wealth is rarely acquired without 

some sharp practice, and so Jesus regards 

money as somehow tainted. The laws and 

structures of society still seem to cater not so 

much to the common good but to the benefit 

of the wealthy and the privileged few. We 

need to keep in mind the words of Jesus, 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, blessed are 

the merciful, blessed are those who strive for 

justice.” This brings true fulfillment and the 

greatest reward of all, the friendship of God 

for all eternity. 

Beginning Sunday afternoon through 

Wednesday, the priests from our Diocese 

will gather up north with Bishop Gruss for 

our biannual assembly. Please keep us in 

prayer. Because of this there will be no Mass 

on Tuesday evening here at St. John Paul II 

or on Wednesday morning at Christ the 

Good Shepherd. 

 

Have a blessed week, 

Fr. Matt  

 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD 

This Sunday at 9:30 AM Mass we will begin Children's Liturgy 
of the Word. Following the Opening prayer children and a 
catechist are invited forward and dismissed to a separate 
space to take part in the same Liturgy of the Word we 
experience, but tailored to their level of maturity and 
understanding. They listen to the readings, reflect on the 
Gospel, profess their faith, and pray for the needs of others 
before rejoining us in church for the Liturgy of the Eucharist.  

Children's Liturgy of the Word will take place each Sunday, 
now through Pentecost. All children age 4 - 3rd grade are 
invited to participate each week, whether they are enrolled in 
a faith formation program or not, and including visitors, such 
as children visiting with a grandparent. We hope many children 
will take part in this wonderful opportunity! 

O God, eternal shepherd of the faithful, 

look favorably on your servant, 

Bishop Gruss, 

whom you have set at the head 

of your Church of Saginaw 

as her shepherd; 

grant, we pray, that 

by word and example 

he may be of service to those 

over whom he presides, 

so that, together with the flock 

entrusted to his care, 

he may come to everlasting life. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity 

 of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL 2019 

208/343 Pledges Received 

Total Assessment:  $      48, 151.78 

Total Pledged:   $      39,996.78    

% of Assessment Pledged:        83.06% 

% of Households Pledged:        60.64% 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 15, 2019 

Sunday Collection  $          3,811.00 

Collection Needed Each Week             5,675.00 

Budget Year to Date            68,100.00 

Actual Year to Date                   62,837.50 

Knights of Columbus collection $ 789.00 

 

STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE 

The dishonest manager in today’s parable knew how 

to manipulate money to his own advantage. But the 

Gospel warns that no one can serve both God and 

money. Which do I serve? Is my stewardship such 

that anyone can tell? 

 



SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK: 

Monday: Ezr. 1:1-6; Lk. 8:16-18 

Tuesday: Ezr. 6:7-8, 12B, 14-20; Lk. 8:19-21 

Wednesday: Ezr. 9:5-9; Lk. 9:1-6 

Thursday: Hg. 1:1-8; Lk. 9:7-9 

Friday:  Hg. 2:1-9; Lk. 9:18-22  

Saturday: Zec. 2:5-9, 14-15A; Lk. 9:43B-45 

Sunday: Am. 6:1A, 4-7; 1 Tm. 6:11-16; 

                             Lk. 16:19-31  

 

DAILY PRAYER & LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

SEPTEMBER 24 NO EVENING MASS  
TUESDAY  
 

SEPTEMBER 25 MORNING PRAYER – 9:00 AM 
WEDNESDAY Lector: Ruth Gomez 
 

SEPTEMBER 26 LITURGY OF THE WORD 
THURSDAY WITH COMMUNION – 8:30 AM  
 

SEPTEMBER 27 MORNING MASS – 8:30 AM  
FRIDAY MEMORIAL OF SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL 
 

SEPTEMBER 28 CONFESSION – 11:00 AM 
SATURDAY  
 

SEPTEMBER 28 VIGIL: TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY 
SATURDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – 4:00 PM 
 

SEPTEMBER 29 TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY 
SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - 9:30 AM 
 

Hospital Ministry: Amy Dupuis 
 

 

SAINT JOHN PAUL II PARISH FALL CRAFT & VENDOR BAZAAR 

Please save the date – Our Annual Fall Craft & Vendor Bazaar 
will be Saturday, October 26, 2019. We are still accepting 
applications for crafters and vendors. If you or someone you 
know would like an application for this year’s bazaar please 
contact the parish office at (989) 755-0828 or at 
office@stjohnpauliicc.org.  
 
Bazaar raffle tickets are available – Ticket packets are 
available for pickup in the back of the church. We also have 
tickets available to purchase - $1 each or 6 for $5. 
 
Please see the article in the bulletin about Santa’s Used 
Workshop for further updates. We are looking forward to 
another successful bazaar this year with the help of our parish 
family! 

UPCOMING YOUTH MINISTRY ACTIVITIES 

September 29, Sunday – 5th Sunday Fun Night Bonfire, 6:00 
PM – 8:00 PM, Youth & Activities Center 

October 6, Sunday – Youth Ministry Night, 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM, 
Youth & Activities Center 

October 13, Sunday – Holy Fire Middle School Rally, All day, 
Bowling Green, OH – sign up now! 

Please contact Amy Dupuis at (989) 755-0828, 

amy@stjohnpauliicc.org for more information or to sign up for 

any event! 

 

ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY BAKE SALE 

The St. John Paul II Rosary Altar Society will be sponsoring a 
bake sale on Thursday and Friday, October 3 and 4, 2019 from 
8:00 AM – 3:00 PM at the Parish-Wide Rummage Sale. Please 
stop by and see what homemade goodies you’d like to 
purchase. 

 

ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY MEETING 

The first meeting of the St. John Paul II Rosary Altar Society will 

be held Thursday, September 26 at 6:30 PM. Please remember 

to bring an item to donate to the Food Pantry. 

 

SANTA’S USED WORKSHOP 

Again this year at the St. John Paul II Parish Bazaar a room will 
be set up for “Santa’s Used Workshop.” It is a room at the 
bazaar that features gently used or new seasonal home décor 
items for sale. Parishioners have supported and generously 
donated items for this room for the past three years, which has 
resulted in a very successful and profitable feature of the 
bazaar. 

We are again asking for donations of seasonal home 
decorations. In the past, an array of items have been donated 
spanning over the entire year of seasons and holidays, with an 
emphasis on autumn, Halloween, Christmas, and winter. All 
types of home decorations, new or gently used, are welcomed. 
Some of the items sold included: dishes, figurines, and wall 
hangings, outside decorations, ornaments, table decorations, 
candle items, and much more. 

This year a “Fiction Books for Sale” area will also be available. 
If you have any of the following types of fiction books, please 
donate them: Romance, Mystery/Crime, Action, Western, 
Suspense/Thriller, Science Fiction, and Fantasy. 

All items can be brought to the parish office during office hours 
up to the day before the bazaar. We sincerely appreciate all 
donations. 



CATECHETICAL SUNDAY 

Last weekend we celebrated Catechetical Sunday and Fr. Ron 
blessed several of our Parish Catechists. We would like to 
recognize all the Catechists in our parish who work diligently 
to share their faith with others -our children and those at many 
other stages of life. Thank you! 

Children's Liturgy of the Word - Soccoro Bruske, Shelia 
Dupuis-Pratt, Juanita Hadley, Frances Gonzales, Juan 
Gonzales 

Marriage Preparation - Deb & Ed Popielarz 

Youth Ministry - Katelyn Metiva 

SPRED - Ruth Gomez 

Faith Formation (at St. Dominic Site) - Juanita Hadley, Julie 

Hosmer 

 

ANNUAL SAINT JOHN PAUL II PARISH FALL CASINO TRIP 

Come join us on our annual fall casino trip. We will depart 
Monday, October 14 at 6:30 AM from the parish parking lot 
and return Tuesday, October 15 at 9:00 PM. The cost is $109 
per person (double occupancy), $125 per person (single 
occupancy). This trip includes Odawa Casino in Petoskey, St. 
Ignace Casino, then overnight at Bay Mills in Brimley, back to 
St. Ignace, back to Odawa, then returning to St. John Paul II 
Parish. 

If you are interested or would like more information, please 
contact the parish office at (989) 755-0828 or Mary Edwards at 
(989) 798-4949. Full payment is due to Polish Hillbillies. 

 

CASINO DAY-TRIP UPDATE 

Thank you so much for everyone who supported and came 
with us on the parish casino day-trip on September 9. Everyone 
had a great time and we even raised $445 for the parish! In 
fact, we had so much fun we are planning another day trip 
sometime near the end of January or beginning of February 
2020. Keep an eye on the bulletin for updates. 

Thank you again, 
Bob Miklosovic 

 

DIABETIC KIT 

Please know that we now have a diabetic kit in church, in case 
anyone is in need of supplies during, before, or after Mass. 
Thank you! 

 
 

THE YEAR OF PRAYER 

On Thoughts and Prayers 

With so many headline-grabbing catastrophes I find myself 
falling back on what I intend to be words of comfort and 
understanding-- "You are in my thoughts and prayers."  The 
phrase, meant to impart feelings of sorrow and compassion 
are being ridiculed these days for being hollow and empty.  I 
get it.  I feel the frustration. I know the hopelessness.  I share 
the anger.  In my day-to-day life, I wish to encourage others 
and to let them know I am with you in your frustration, 
hopelessness, and anger. The disdain and sarcasm can make 
one feel as if they are blind to the reality of what we have 
collectively done to our brothers and sisters on the planet and 
to one another. Folks don't take it seriously because things 
seem so far away, the circumstances so different than our 
own, or the contributions we are able to make so seemingly 
insignificant in the face of tragedy or disaster. But Pope Francis 
lays out his thoughts in his encyclical Laudato Si, "Prayer that 
doesn't lead to concrete action toward our brothers is a 
fruitless and incomplete prayer." 

We are called by Pope Francis to intertwine our prayer and 
works.  Make no mistake, he is not questioning the real value 
of thoughts and prayers, he is holding us accountable and 
prodding us to think and mature into who God would have us 
be and to do something. 

“Prayer and action must always be profoundly united." 

We all have different talents, demands on our time, 
obligations, and abilities in which to act--make the phone call, 
write the letter, volunteer, lend a hand or your presence and 
THINK AND PRAY! I know God hears you and me. If we are to 
put our prayer practice under a magnifying glass, I know you 
will see examples of thoughts and prayers have made way for 
a miracle in your life.  Thoughts and prayers, for my good, have 
definitely been a part of my life.  When my dear, beloved Aunt 
V was confined by her inability to walk, and she hurt to sit in a 
chair, she lived the example of what she could do and how she 
challenged her limits to be able to think and pray for her 
neighbors who couldn't.  She stood in the gap between earth 
and God for them through her prayerfulness and full surrender 
to God with little or no complaint about her own situation.  In 
fact, she married her suffering to that of the Lord and offered 
it up as a sacrifice.  It doesn't get more saintly than that.   

Here is 'the ask'--that you continue to think and pray and be 
the bridge for our family, friends, brothers and sisters that 
need us to stand in the gap, to continue to discern the hearts 
and minds of those we elect and trust to do right thing by all 
of us.  Continue to pray and think about doing something--
running for an office or supporting a candidate that truly holds 
God's commandments in his or her heart. Bear fruit, do good 
works, take care of this precious earth and each other.  We are 
in my thoughts and prayers. 
 
 Go out, and make it a great day!  

 

 



 
TO MEMBERS OF ST. JOHN PAUL II PARISH 

AND CHRIST THE GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH 

 

We the Members of St. John Paul II Parish Rosary Altar Society would like to 

take this opportunity to invite you to become members of our Organization. 

The purpose of the Rosary Altar Society is, first and foremost, to honor Our 

Blessed Mother and her Son by our love and dedication and service to St. John 

Paul II Parish. We are responsible for the upkeep of altar linens and the purchase 

of candles, communion hosts and wine and other supplies as needed for liturgies 

and other services as the need arises throughout the year. A few examples are the 

purchase of the Sacrarium in the Sacristy, the cleaning of the draperies on the 

Sanctuary wall, and many others over the years. We have also purchased things 

for the kitchen at the Parish Center, one large item was the new refrigerator which 

was a dual effort with the help of our former Ushers Club; and also the Parish 

Center Parking Lot lighting. 

Our monthly meetings are held in the Parish Center on the fourth Thursday of each 

month unless a Holy Day or Holiday interferes with that date. Meetings consist of 

the Recitation of the Rosary or other prayer service, a business meeting, social and 

dessert (sometimes a light dinner) followed by some type of entertainment; 

usually, but not always, bingo. Membership dues are $5.00 per year. 

Our Rosary Altar Society has a Casino Bus Trip in October, a Corporate 

Communion plus dinner, and a Pre-Holiday Raffle in November, a Night of 

Reflection in March, a Crowning of Our Blessed Mother in May. During the 

months of October and May we lead the recitation of the Rosary at all weekend 

Liturgies. 

We encourage all and any of you to join our group. We encourage our younger 

parishioners to consider joining us so that our long-standing tradition of service 

will continue for generations to come. 

If you have any questions or would like more information please call any of the 

following –  

Rita Aldrich 989-301-4055  Mary Edwards 989-752-6355 

Joan Kruske 989-793-3019  Jane Luplow 989-753-8771 

Better yet, plan on attending our first meeting, Thursday, September 26, 2019 at 

6:30 PM a the Parish Center on Harrison St. and see for yourself! 

 

PLEASE COME !!!  WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO MEETING YOU !!! 



ST. JOHN PAUL II
PARISH-WIDE

RUMMAGE SALE
A communi ty  rummage  sa le  by  S t .  John  Paul  I I  Par i sh

OCTOBER 3  & 4 ,  2019 |  8  AM TO 3  PM
3055 HARRISON STREET,  48604

We are inviting you to bring your things to sell at our parish community
rummage sale. Rent a table/space for $10 and keep all your profits! 

We are also accepting donations for the Parish tables, 
in which all proceeds benefit St. John Paul II Parish.

 
 

Meal (sloppy joe, chips, pop): $3.50; sloppy joe: $2.50; pop: $1; chips: 50¢
 

For more information, or to rent a table/space please contact
the Parish Office at (989) 755-0828. Space is limited!

SLOPPY JOE LUNCH



 SEPTEMBER 22, 2019 
 

 

 

 

The publishing costs of our bulletin are greatly 

defrayed by our generous advertisers. If you or 

someone you know owns a business and is 

interested in advertising with us, please contact 

us at the above information for more details on 

how you can benefit from this great 

opportunity. 

 Frank Champagne 



 

 

  

Anthony Miceli & David Miceli 

Debra, Evajane, Edward Michalak 

Floyd & Betty Michalski 

Frank & Helen Miklosovic 

Otto Nigl Family 

Ostrom Family 

Edward J. Payne 

Louis (Del) & Jule (Judy) Payne 

Diana Paige 

Pietrzak & Grzesiak Families 

Plowdrey & Boensch Families 

Evelyn Portner 

Frank & Mary Portner 

Deloise, Maisie, William, & James Rapp 

Laura & John M. Rivette 

John & Mildred Rudy 

Bernard Rugenstein 

Schmidt & Davis Families 

Jacob & Helen Schultz Family 

Ronald J. Schultz 

SND Associates & Friends: 

Diane, Nancy, & Lila 

Sova & Squanda Families 

Debbie Spencer 

Strauman & Sebastian Families 

Donald F. Wachowicz 

Jerold J. Walkowski, Sr. 

Harold J. Wells 

Anthony L. & Sophie Winiecke 

Joseph & Olga Wozniak 

The Wressell & Koblinski Families 

Dan & Kate Zielinski 

 

Otto & Florence Fischer 

Martin A. Gembrowski 

Eugene Gilginas, Jr. & Eugene Gilginas, Sr. 

Giltrop & Brown Families 

Mary Gretka 

Grigg Family 

Adam Hagerty 

Jack & Luette Howard 

Ted Humpert & Diane Goodrow 

Inman & Timm Families 

Larry & Delores Jarema 

Sandy & Jerry Jarema 

Karas & Rytlewski Families 

Raymond & Matthew Kelly 

Klonowski & Peplinski Families 

Joseph & Anna Kostrzewa 

Raymond J. Kostrzewa 

Frank & Janina Kowalewski 

Steven Kyle Kowalewski 

Herman & Ellen Kreager 

Wayne Kreager 

Kubiak Family & LeRoux Family 

Joseph & Mary Kubiak Family 

Thomas F. Kubiak 

Louis & Betty Lamb 

Jim Lockwood 

Douglas J. Luplow 

Glenn M. Mayer 

McCallum & Minar Families 

Archie & Ella McPhee 

Aurelio C. & Theodora Medel 

 

 

Mary Ankoviak 

Banaszek & Ursuy Families 

Richard (Ham) & Maryann Bartlett 

Bhirdo & Klimek Families 

Pete & Edith Bierd 

Blazejewski & Dietzel Families 

Boensch & Gembrowski Families 

Daniel & John Bourdow Families 

Lewis & Ann Bowerman 

William F. Brewer & Family 

Charles Burda 

Gerald Burr 

Sally K. Callahan 

Allen (Bud) & Elsie Cardinal 

Ambrocio & M. Toribia Cásarez & Familia 

Vicente Castañon 

The Champagne Family 

Chomas Family 

Al & Mark Clark 

Ernie & Virginia Deeg 

Joyce Ann Deeg 

Michael & Caroline Demko 

Arthur & Clarissa Demsky 

Dombrowski & Paluch Families 

William Doyle 

Draus Family 

Carl & Tillie Dreffs 

Dick Dupuis 

Bill Dvorak 

Bonnie Eaves & Family 

Stanley & Louise Faltyn Families 
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